CHAPTER XXIII
THE   SWISS   ON   THE   ALPS
THE great highlands of America run north and south ; the great highlands of Asia run east and west with a plain to the north of them and three mountainous peninsulas to the south: Europe is something like Asia in the arrangement of high and low ground. More than half the continent is a plain extending from the west of Prance to the east of Russia, where, except for the low Urals, it joins the great plain of Siberia. South of the plain there is a belt of plateaus, while south of the plateaus we have the great highlands running east and west from the Pyrenees to the Caucasus mountains, and then extending right across Asia. The greatest of the highlands are the Alps to the north of Italy. The Alps stretch in a big curve from the shores of the Gulf of Genoa, round the north of Italy. They are twice as long as England and they cover almost as much land as England, Scotland, and Wales put together and in places are nearly a hundred miles broad. The highest peaks are nearly three miles high and are
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